COJRYPHIN.-C	SI
description. A tall, slender tree, 20-50 feet high, often
stunted on dry ground or in otherwise unfavourable localities,
with a globose crown of dark shining leaves, clothed beneath
the crown with persistent leaf-sheaths; young parts furfuraceously
hairy. Petioles 3 feet long, the sheathing base consisting of
two layers, the inner layer, which separates from the outer,
being composed of a network of brown tough fibres, crossing
each other at oblique angles, forming a close network of rhomboid
meshes; upper part of petiole half-round, woolly, edges slightly
denticulate. Blade orbicular, consisting of 30-40 linear segments,
15-20 inches long, connate to one-third or one-half their length,
emarginate or shortly bifid at the top, rigidly coriaceous.
Spadix a drooping compound panicle, 1-1 ^ foot long, covered
with dark rust-coloured clown, with several stout main branches,
each in the axil of a large coriaceous sheathing bract; basal
spathes 1 foot long. Petals ovate, concave, whitish; stamens 6;
filaments subulate, nearly free, longer than the anthers. Ovary
and the rudiments of ovary in male flowers hairy. Drupe 1,
oblong, at first yellow, dark glossy blue when ripe.
habitat.—Central Himalaya, Nepal, 5-8,000 feet; Khasia
Hills, 4-5000 feet; Manipur 6,000 feet; Upper Burma, Kachin
Hills, 4-6,500 feet. (Grows in great numbers, forming clumps
and rows, on the Thakil Mountain in Eastern Kumaon, in the
Fork between the Sarju and Kali rivers, between 6,500 and
7,800 feet, where snow generally covers the ground from
November till March above the zone of Pinus longifolia in the
region of Qitercus, Rhododendron, Andromeda, and Taxns, in
damp shady glens on the north and south-east, but chiefly on
the north-west side. Also on Dhuj Mountain, north-east of the
Thakil, on the Kalimoandi range between the Ramgunga and
Gori rivers, and in the Sarju valley near Bagesar. Dwarf
specimens were found at the base of the Satbunga Mountain,
south-east of the Gagar Pass, in very dense forest at 6,500 feet
elevation, and on the Berehula, a spur of the Bhatkot Mountain,
considerably farther in the interior and at about 8,000 feet
elevation, which probably is its western limit.)
illustration.—Martins' Chusan Palm which is figured on
Plate XI A, is kept in a hothouse of the Kew Gardens, whilst
Fortune's Chusan Palm (Plate XI B) is growing in the same
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